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Ability to, and Fidelity - 
| the MIN1sTRY derived from 
a CH R 7 8 * 


SER Mo V 


Preach'd at Shrewſbury, North Precinct 
| October 26. 1743. 1 | 
When the Reverend 


Mr. Ebenezer More 


” Was ſolemnly ſet apart to the Work of the 
7 — GoſpelMiniſtry and ordainedPaſtor of the 
ſecond Church of Chriſt in 3 


— 
Paſtor of the Church of Cunxisr in Medway. | 
2 Tim. 2. 2. And the Things that thou haft heard of me, a- 


mong many Witneſſes ; the ſame commit thou to faithful Men, 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, | 
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I 'FIMOTHY I. 12. 


And I thank Chriſt Feſus our Lord, who hath enabled 


me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into 
the Miniſtry. 


PPPSSSUTE ſolemn but Joyful Day, being now 
come, appointe of the People of this 

1 33 Place (with Submiſſion to Providence) for 
5888 the Inauguration of the Rev. Perſon into 
9990s the Office of the evangelical Miniſtry, 
whom they have under the Direction of him, whom 
God gave to be Head over all Things to the Church, 
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elected to take the paſtoral Care and Overſight of them, 


upon whom their Eyes are, & to whom (we truſt) their 

earts are firmly knit by endeared Love and Affection; 
which we pray, may be a happy Day, a Day big with 
the beſt of Divine Bleſſings both to them and him, the 
beginning of long laſting Peace and Tranquility, and a 
Token for Good: Ir is at his earneſt Requeſt that I 


now ſtand in this Place to be God's Mouth to this great 


Aſſembly here convened, to this People and their e- 
lected Paſtor more eſpecially upon this ſolemn Occaſt- 


On. 
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on, The Words now read unto you, will (if J miſtake 
not) afford us ſome pious Inſtructions and Reflections 
ſuitable to the Buſineſs of this Day, if duly treated. 
And O that I may now have Mouth and Wiſdom, 
that I may ſpeak as the Oracles of God and rightly di- 
vide the Word of Truth at this and at all Times ! 
Paul once Saul, is a Name famous in ſacred Hiſtory. 
We have Account in the Goſpel of his Extraction, E- 
ducatior and Religion even to the Sect, the Manner of 
his Life in the former Part of it, his Zeal and perſecut- 
ing Spirit againſt Chriſtians, which how great a Blot 
ſoever in hisEſcutcheon, he goes not about to conceal, 
but freely owns; but what is moſt remarkable in itſelf 
and moſt delightſome to obſerve, is his Converſion to 
God, and his Call to the Office of the Apoſtleſhip, 


which indeed muſt be look'd upon a moſt aſtoniſhing. 


glorious Inſtance of the free, rich and ſovereign Grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Hence none ever more admir'd and 
ador'd the Lord Jeſus than the Apoſtle. He upon all 
proper Occaſions, yea he ſeeks Occaſion, to declare 
and praiſe the Power and Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, where- 
of he himſelf had ſuch ſignal Experience; and in ſuch 
ſignificant and lively Expreſſions as evidently ſhew the 
Tranſports of his Soul. 2, | 
The Text of Scripture, which is the Head of the 
preſent Diſcourſe is mentioned by this holy Man to 
exaggerate the Grace of Chriſt, not only in beſtowing 
Grace upon him, in common with other Chriſtians, but 
alſo exalting him to the Apoſtleſhip ; who was the Chief 
of Sinners, which in a Rapture of Praiſe, he gives 
Chriſt the Glory of. I thank Feſus Chriſt our Lord, &c. 
In which Words are plainly and ſtrongly ſuppos'd and 
imply'd the Inſtitution of the miniſterial Office by Chriſt 
---- Putting me into the Miniſtry. 1. e. Calling me tothe 
high Office of the Apoſtleſhip, for by the Miniſtry that 
is to be underſtood ; and it is ſo call'd by Way of Ex- 
cellence, (Says the learned Mr. Poo!) it being the 


bliſhed 


moſt glorious and divine Miniſtry that ever was eſta- 
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bliſhed in the Church. T And though it is true, there 
were ſome Things peculiar to the Apoſtles, ſome ex- 
traordinarꝝy Gifts beſtowed on them, as working of Mi- 
racles, ſpeaking with Tongues, &c. Yet with Reſpect 
to their general miniſterial Work, and the Power and 
Authority to perform it; ſuch as the inſtructing all 
Sorts of People in the Chriſtian Faith, the adminiſtring 
Goſpel Ordinances unto proper Subjects and the keep- 
ing up the ſtanding Diſcipline of the Church, was tranſ- 
mitted from the Apoſtles unto others, and is handed 
down even to our Time, and we truſt (through the a- 
bundant Grace of God) will ſtill continue a neceſſary 
Bleſſing to. the Church to the End of the World. 
Again, It is imply'd and allow'd that Ability and Fi- 
delity are Qualifications abſolutely neceſſary for all thoſe 
that ſuſtain this Office, hath enabled me, for that he 
counted me faithful, ſays the Apoſtle. It is not every 
one that has Ability and is qualified for this Work, nor 
indeed but few. No ſmall Meaſure of Gifts and En- 
dowments is requiſite to fit a Man for it, and if ſuch 
as undertake it, are not in ſome good Meaſure qualified 
for it, what is like to become of it, or what will it 
come to? And Fidelity as well as Ability is neceſſary 
to the Diſcharge of it. They muſt be truſty Servants, 
who have ſo great a Truſt repoſed in them. They 
are Stewards, and it is reguir d in a Steward, that a Man 
be found Faithful.“ Without Fidelity the Work will 
never be well done ; neither can he that under- 
takes it finiſh his Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry he 
has received of the Lord Jeſus. "£1 
It is alſo implied that theſe Qualifications in any for 
the Miniſtry derive from Chriſt; who hath enabled me, 
for that he accounted me faithful. Now if any are 
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Temptation to it and keep clear of the Guilt of ſo great 
a Crime, requires a Power ſuperior to their own ; yea 
to all that is humane or angelick. No created Power 
is ſufficient. The Grace and Strength of Chriſt alone 
who is God as well as Man can enable any to the 
faithful Diſcharge of the miniſterial Office. We are 
alſo here taught that it is Chriſt's Office to put Men 
into the Miniſtry. Putting me into the Miniſtry. It 
is his Work to ſet up Miniſters in his Church and his 
ſole Prerogative---- And as a neceſſary Conſequence of 
allthis that Thankſgiving is due to Jeſus Chrif & ought 
to be given to him by all his Miniſters. His whoſe 
the Work is, juſtly is the Praiſe. | 


- Accordingly this may be the Doctrinal Obſervation, 
VIZ. | 


Iban /giving and Praiſe is due to Feſus Chriſt our Lord 
from all thoſe whom he has furniſhed with Ability 
for the Goſpel Miniſtry, put into it, and makes faith- 
ful in it. 
This Doctrine evidently holds forth to us the fol- 
lowing general Heads or Propoſitions, vis. 


I. That Jeſus Chriſt has appointed the Office of the 
 _ Miniſtry in the Church. | | 
II. That it is the Work and Office of Feſus Chriſt to put 

Mien into the Miniſtry. _. | 
III. That the Ability the Miniſters of the Goſpel have for 
their Work and the Fidelity they exerciſe in it, derives 
From Chriſt. © 
IV. That Thankſgiving and Praiſe is due to Feſus Chriſt 
dcr Lord, from all thoſe whom he has furniſhed with 
Ability fur the Coſpel Miniſtry, put into it, and makes 
faithful in it. 


| | I. That Feſus Chriſt has appointed the Office of the Mi- 
g niſtry in the Church. hs. 

K It pleaſed the ſovereign God, from the Days of E- 
Hh ternity upon the Foreſight of Man's Apoſtacy, to en- 
N | tertain 
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| Fertain Thoughts of Mercy and Reconciliation towards 
a Number of the fallen Sons and Daughters of Adam, 
whom he, by a free Election, ſingled out, from the reſt 
of Mankind: In Purſuance of which gracious, glori- 
ous Deſign, he entred into a Covenant with his Song 
the ſecond Perſon in the ever-bleſſed Frinity, to be 
their Redeemer and Saviour ; made him the Mediator 
of another and better Covenant, call'd the Covenant of 
Grace in Contradiſtinction to the Covenant of Works 
made with Adam in Innoceney, plighted between God 
and his People through Jeſus Chriſt ; which Covenant 
includes many great and precious Promiſes, to all that 
comply with the Conditions therein propounded, of- 
fering them Grace and Strength ſo to do; a Sufficien- 
cy whereof is treaſured up in Chriſt Jeſus, the bleſſed 
ead of Influences, to be ſhed abroad, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, upon his People, as'they need, upon a ſuitable 
Application to him, in the diligent Uſe of the Means 
ordained of God as ſays the Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
2 Epiſtle 2. 13. God hath from the Beginning choſen youto 
Salvation through Sanctiſication of the Spirit and. Belief of 
the Truth, whereunto he called you by our 60% to the 
obtaining of the Glory of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. ---- As 
Man is a rational Creature, God deals with him as ſuch, 
and accordingly has appointed Means to be uſed and 
improved by him, for his ſpiritual and everlaſtingGood, 
as the Word, Sacraments and Prayer, which by the 
concurring Influence of the Divine Spirit are made ef- 
fectual to the Elect for Salvation---Eſpecially the Word 
preached becomes an effectual Means of convincing and 
converting Sinners and building them up in Holineſs 
and Comfort through Faith unto Salvation : And Jeſus 
Chriſt in Kindneſs to his Church and in Care of it and 
its Edification, has appointed Officers to inſpect the 
Affairs of his ſpiritual Kingdom, to diſpenſe and ad- 
miniſter to his Subjects according to the Laws of it, as 
publiſhed and fer forth in the Goſpel, Agreable to which 
is that of the Apoſtle, And alltyings are of God, who hath re- 
B 


conciled 
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conciled us to himſelf by Feſus Chriſt, and hath given unto us 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the World unto himſelf, not imputing their Treſ- 
paſſes unto them, and hath committed unto us the Word of 
Reconciliation. Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as though God did beſeech you by us ; we pray youin Chriſt's 
Stead, he ye reconciled to Cod.“ Chriſt ſent forth ſome 
in the Days of his Humiliation.f He ratified their 
Commiſtion having opened his own to them, after his 
Reſurrection, Matth. 28. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them 
to obſerve whatſoever I command you, and lo I am with 
you alway, even to the End of the World.---- And when he 
aſcended up on high, he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Pro- 
phets and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
ſome extraordinary and ſome ordinary Officers, for the per- 
Fecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 
the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the 
_ Unity of the Faith and of the Knowledge of the Son of God 

unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the 
tullneſs of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 11, 12, 13. i. e. Till all 


the Elect are brought in and Chriſt's Body myſtical 


compleat, to which Time, no Doubt, that Promiſe ex- 
tends, Matth. 28. 20. But now mentioned. The Apoſtles 
themſelves were not ſuffered to continue by Reaſon 
of Death, and therefore this muſt refer to their Succeſ- 
ſors in the ſame Work, to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
* Whoſe Buſineſs it is to tranſmit the Goſpel from 
« Ape to Age to the End of the World in N As 
« it was their's to tranſmit it from Nation tog Nation 
© to the End of the World in Place, and no leſs ne- 
& ceſlary.”t And therefore we conclude the Miniſtry 
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® 2 Cor. 5. 18, 29, 20. + Match. 10. 1, 2, 5, 6. 
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Is 2 ſtanding Ordinance in the Church which ſhall re · 
main to the End of Time. | 1 


Prop. II. It is the Work and Office of Jeſus Chriſt to 

h Men into the - Miniſtry. © | 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt that he might give full Satis- 
Faction to his Diſciples, as to the Commiſſion he was 
about to give them and their Authority to, act upon it, 
declares to them that all Power was given to him both 
in Heaven and Earth.“ And agreeable to this is that of 
th Apoſtle Eph. 1. 22. Hath put all Things under his 
Feet and gave him to be Head over all Things to the Church. 
This was a Gift to Chriſt, conſidered as Mediator, to 
be advanced to ſuch Dominion and Headſhip. And 
this is the great Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion. 
As God, equal with the Father, all Power was orig1- 
nally and elfentially his: but as God-Man Mediator, it 
was a Grant from him, who is the Fountain of all 
Being, and conſequently of all Power. Now as ho is 
King and Head of the Church it muſt be his Preroga- 
tive to ſet up Officers in it and none's elſe but in 
Subordination to him, and acting by Authority derived 
from him agreeable to his Laws and Preſcriptions. The 
Titles given to the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhew their 
Office to be derived from Chriſt. The very Term Mi- 
niſter ſignifies a Servant ; and Miniſters are ſtiled the 
Servants of Chriſt, Chriſt calls them his Servants, 
Luke 14. 17. They acknowledge themſelves ſo.f They 
are call'd Stewards, + They are Miniſters of Chriſt and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God. Stewards of his 
Houſhold and. high Stewards in his Kingdom of Grace, 
They are alſo termed Ambaſſadors for Chrift.** They 
come in his Name and act in his Stead. They deliver 
his Meſſages and are negotiating the Affairs of his King- 
dom. All which do ſtrongly infer that Chriſt is their 
Mu. 8. 18. Rom. x. 1. 1 Pt. . . EX 
er. Ile i * 2 Cat. 4: x: 
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Lord and Maſter and that their Office and Authority 
is delegated from him; and this, is his proper Wark, 
aud it is peculiar to him, hence we are directed to apply 
ourſelves to the Lord of the Harveſt that he would ſend Kt 
Labourers into his Harveſt.“ „It is Chriſt that makes 
« Miniſters (ſays Mr. Henry) this Office is of his ap- 
* pointing ; the Call of his giving; and thoſe will not 
& beown'd nor paid as Labourers that run without their 
« Errand, unqualified, uncall'd. How. ſball they preach, 
except they be ſent, ſays the inſpired Paul. There are 
indeed too many that do actually do it: But what 
Right have they to do it ? How can they do it law- 
ſully ? How can they preach with Authority ? They 
muſt have a regular Call to do this Work by Chriſt. 
No Man, ſays the Apoſtle, taketh this Honour to himſelf, no 
true Miniſter of Chriſt, unleſs he be called of God as 
was Aaron. I And how can they (as a Divine obſerves) 
without this Power expect the Preſence of Chriſt with 
them or a divine Benediction; or how can we wifh 
them God-Speed, or pray for Proſperity to them in 
their Enterprize ? Men ſhould fee to it that they have 
a regular Call to the Office of the Miniſtry ' ; other- 
wiſe they are guilty of Raſhneſs and Preſumption.---- 
This Call muſt come from Chriſt, whoſe ſole Preroga- 
tive it is to put Men into the Miniſtry, and this Call 
3s twofold, either immediate or mediate. 

I. Immediate, as in the Inſtance of the Apoſiles, 

Their Call and Commiſſion was immediately and di- 
rectly from Chriſt, and in an extraordinary Manner. 
And their Gifts and Endowments were miraculous. 
They received the Holy Ghoſt in very plentiful Mea- 
ſures and were endowed with Power from on high, and 
he ſent them forth to preach the Goſpel, andGod bore 
them Witneſs both with Signs and Wonders and with 
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Yiverſe Miracles and with Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
eſpecially that of Tongues. *' _— 
2. Mediate, as in the Times ever ſince the Apoſtles. 

There is no immediate Call to be expected in theſe 
latter Days. The putting Men into the Miniſtry is 
committed by Chriſt, to ſuch as have been regu- 
larly introduced into it themſelves. 2 Tim. 2. 2. And 
the-Things that thou haſt heard of me among many Wi- 
neſſes, the ſame commit thou unto Faithful Men who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo. And in Order to a Perſon's being 
[regularly inſtall'd in this Office, it is requiſite ordina- 
rily, that there be the Election of him by the People, 
to whom he is to miniſter, and Ordination by laying: 
on the Hands of the Presbytery, It is granted that 
the miniſterial Office is not now hereditary in Goſpel- 
Times, as the Office of the Prieſthood was under the 
Law.. It is the Privilege of all free Societies to chuſe 
their own Officers; and ſuch is the Church of Chriſt, 
and therefore it lies with them to chuſe ſuch as Chriſt 
has appointed to be in his Church; but no other. If a 
: Congregation or Church are deſtitute of a Miniſter, 
they have Power tochuſe one or more Perſons and ſuch 
particular Perſons, among ſuch as ſtand Candidates for 
the Miniſtry to preach to them, though I can't but ob- 
ſerve upon this Occaſion, and as I am ſpeaking upon 
this Head, that it is a great Pity, that there is not ſome 
better Method come into, than has been in Practice a- 
mong us, in later Times, with Reſpect to Candidates 
tor the Miniſtry, that the Work of Preaching might 
.not lay ſo common, that whoever pleaſes, whether qua- 
tified or unqualified, may take it up. Is it not a direct 
Means to proſtitute the Goſpel and the Ordinances 
thereof, and all that is ſacred ? But to return---When 
a Congregation is deſtitute of a Miniſter, it is not for 
one and another or any one to go and thruſt himſelf 
upon them to miniſter to them (and how mean is it 
for any one, at ſuch a Time to go among ſuch a Peo- 
ple and play the Abſalom, and wheedle himſelf into the 
Jo : | Affections 
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Affections of ſome of them to get a Birth, much leſs 
may any do ſuch 0 where there is a ſettled 
Miniſter) but muſt wait for the People's Motion and 
Invitation. And when a Perſon thus invited, is 
elected by the People, according to the Laws of 
God and the Land, and gives his Conſent to take 
the Charge of this Office, and the Overſight of 
the Flock, and is ſeparated to the Work in that Man- 
ner, and by thoſe that Chriſt has committed the Affair 
to, then he may be ſaid to be put into the Miniſtry by 
_ , _ it is agreeable to his Will revealed in 
ord, t 


Prop. III. That the Ability the Miniſters of Chriſt havs 
For the Work of the Miniſtry and the Fidelity they ex- 

| - erciſe in it, derives from Chriſt. | 
1. The Ability the Miniſters of Chriſt have for the Work 

of the Miniſtry, derives from Chriſt. | | 
Ability and Qualifications are neceſſary to the Diſ- 
Charge of this Work in the various Parts of it, to di- 
vine Acceptance: Indeed ſtrictly ſpeaking no Man is 
ſufficient for the Diſcharge of it? To adminiſter and 
accommodate the Doctrines of Religion and the Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel, to the very various and different 
Conditions of Men, to deal with the Ignorance and 
—— of their Minds, the Perverſeneſs of their 
Wills, the various Corruptions of their Hearts, and the 
Wickedneſs of their Lives, is a Work to which no Man 
3s equal, which the great Apoſtle Paul ſeems feelingly 
to ſpeak 2 Cor. 2. 16. Who is ſufficient for theſe Things. 
Neither is it to be ſuppoſed that all that undertake the 
Work ſhould have equal Abilities ; there is and will be 
a Diverſity of common Gifts among Miniſters now as 
there was of extraordinary Gifts in the primitive Times 
of Chriftianity ; the Spirit dividing to every one ſeverally 
as he will: but tho' all are not of equalAbility,yet there is 
a miniſterial Sufficiency required in all that undertake 

the Bulineſs. The Apoſtle charges Timothy that fuch 7 
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Ze commits the Office to, be able to teach others.® And the 
Character of a Biſhop or a Goſpel Miniſter is, That he 
be able by ſound Doctrine both to exhort and convince Gain- 
ſayers. t 1. e. to perſwade and draw Men to the true 


Faith, and convince the contra-minded in a rational in- 


ſtructive Way by Scripture Arguments and Teſtimonies, 


which are the infallible Words of Truth, what all may 


and ſhould reſt and be ſatisfied in and be determin'd by. 


Wiſdom and Knowledge as well as Faithfulneſs is re- 


ir'd in a Steward Mat. 24. 25. Who then is that faith- 
fu and wiſe Servant, whom his Lord hath made Ruler oves 


his Houſhold Sc. A Miniſter muſt be skilful and knowing. 


The Prieſt's Lips muſt preſerve Knowledge. Eſpecially he 


muſt be a Man that underſtands well the Principles and 


Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, or elſe when the 
People ſeek the Law at his Mouth, and want Inſight 
into the Senſe and Meaning of any Part of Scripture, 


He will not be able to inſtruct and enlighten them. If 
Miniſters are to communicate Knowledge, they muſt 
firſt have it themſelves, and agreeably they arecalled the 
Lights of the World. And as it was neceſſary that the 


Prophets of old and the Apoſtles and the extraordin 


Teachers of the Church ſhould have the Gift of Inſpi- 
ration and extraordinary Power from above that they 
might teach Men what was the Will of. God then, 
when the Canon of Scripture was not perfected, and 


convince them that was the Will of God which they 


told them ſo. So it is requiſite now ſince the Canon of 
5 is compleated, and thoſe Gifts have ceaſed 
in the Church; that the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould 


have the Knowledge of ſeveral Tongues and Lan 
and r e e in which the Scriptures were deli- 
vered to the 
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or whether there be any, ſuch Thing as they have 
written, As ſays the famous Mr. Richard Baxter, If 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel have no Knowledge of the 
Tongues how ſhall they know whether any of this was 
In the Text of the Hebrew or Greek which you find. 
in the Engliſh? (Says he) ſend a Hebrew or Greek 
Bible into Wales or Ireland and when that converts Souls 
without an Interpreter, then will I begin to think Learn- 
ing leſs neceſſary. Gifts and acquir'd Knowledge of 
other Kinds is alſo neceſſary to Miniſters to help them 
to underſtand the Mind of God in his Word themſelves 
and to enable them to defend and maintain the Truth, 
explain the Phraſes of Scriptute, toreduce the Figures 
to their proper Meaning, confute Errors and ſtop the 
Mouth of the Enemies of Chriſt and the Oppoſers of 
and Scoffers at his holy Religion, and to aſſiſt and teach 
ſuch as are willing to be taught the Will of God, and 
their Duty Hence we have Directions given by the 
inſpired Paul about the Abilities and Qualifications of a 
Goſpel Miniſter + not a NOVICE, i. e. (ſays Mr. Henry) 
« One newly brought to the Chriftian Religion or but 
« meanly inſtructed in it; one that knows no more 
ww 3 than the Surface of it. (Again he ſays) 
be muſt, be apt to teach. Communicative of the Know- 
ledge of divine Myſteries, as well as ready to embrace 
all Opportunities of giving Inſtructions to others eſpe- 
cially the People of his Charge. In order to this a 
Perſon muſt have ſome tollerable natural Power, and 
Abilities at leaſt, and it is deſirable that they be bright 
and ſtrong ; and theſe muſt be improved by diligent 
Study and cloſe Application of Mind, and ſo in this 
ordinary Way attain in ſome Meaſure to what the A- 
poſtles had in an extraordinary Manner: For Ignorance - 
and Unskilfulneſs in a Miniſter is of dangerous Conſe- 
quence both to himſelf and them that hear him. Now 
all theſe Abilities and Qualifications muſt be acknow- 
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ledg'd to come from Chriſt, for he is the Author of our 
Beings and conſequently of outwartural Powers and Ca- 
pacities. It is he alſo who is the Lord of Providence, 
who affords all Means and Helps, and Opportunities for 
gaining Knowledge; and though we come by it in an 
ordinary Way, yet it is by his Bleſſing upon our La- 
bours; for as it is his Bleſſing that makes rich in world- 
ly Subſtance, fo it is the fame that makes rich in Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding. It is he only that giveth 
Wisdom. 5 

2. The Fidelity the Miniſters exerciſe in their Work de- 
rives from Chriſt. TS 

Faithfulneſs is eſſentially requiſite to a Goſpel Mini- 
ſter. For as One obſerves, What Ground is there for 
Truſt where there is no Truth; and hence that ſolemn 
Charge forecited 2 Tim. 2. 2. 10 commit the great Truſt 
of the Miniſtry to faithful Men. This Faithfulneſs im- 
plies and includes in it theſe Things, viz. 

I. A divine Principle of Faith and Holineſs in the Heart. 

If a Miniſter is deſtitute of this, he wants the Foun- 
dation of all that Faithfulneſs that is to be look'd for 
in the Courſe of his miniſterial Work and Warfare; 
Truth in the inward Parts. The Truth of Grace and 
Sincerity 1s what God requires of every Profeſſor of 
Religion, much more of every Miniſter of it. I don't 
ſay, nor do I think that the Want of this makes void 
the Office, and makes his Adminiſtrations a Nullity, or 
that he can't be inſtrumental of ſaving Good to others; 
becauſe had it been ſo, I can't perſwade myſelf to be- 
heve that Chriſt would have put Judas into it: but yet 
it is moſt certain, that every Miniſter ought to be a 
Man of God, endued with the Spirit of God, that the 
Character given to Barnabas may belong to him,“ 4 good 
Man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt and of Faith. God hitnlelf 
ſaid concerning Abraham, that he found his Heart faith- 
ful, i. e. ſincere. A faithful Miniſter is a true {incere- 
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hearted Miniſter. And if he han't a faithful Heart how 
can it be expected that he will be faithful in this Buſi- 
neſs and Conduct. Will he that has not Faith in Chriſt, 
rever has had a Diſcovery of the Excellency of Chriſt 
made to his own Soul, ſet him forth in his Lovalineks 
and repreſent him in his Beauty and Glory to others, 
and be ſo earneſt in preſſing Sinners to cloſe with him? 
It is impoſſible that ſuch an one ſhould be poſſeſs d with 
a juſt Concern for the Honour of Chriſt or the Welfare 
of Man's Soul. Without Faith he 1s deſtitute of that 
gracious Principle that ſhould influence himin his whole 
Work and Duty. 7 

2. It includes a diligent Improvement of Time and Talents 
to increaſe the miniſterial Stock. | 

He that had five Talents gained by trading other five 
Talents and was commended.f The Gifts and Graces 
of Chriſt's Miniſters ſhould be ſo improved (ſays one) 
that he may give to him that hath, ſo that by proper 
Degrees he may come to have Abundance. The Di- 
rection of the inſpired Apoſtle to Timothy, is, Give At- 
tendance to Reading Neglect not the Gift that is in thee, 
meditate on theſe Things, give thyſelf wholly to them that 
thy profiting may appear unto all Men. It 1s but Vanity 
and Preſumption to expect immediate Revelation from 
God. Knowledge muſt be now obtain'd in the Uſe of 
Meane, by hard Study and cloſe Application, and he 
can't be faithful in his Buſineſs that is not diligent 
in the Uſe of proper Means to enable him to the due 
Diſcharge of it. He that muſt lay out, ſhould lay up. 
A Miniſter's Time, Talents and Proficiency muſt be all 
conſecrated to the Service of God and the Good of 
Men, agreeable to that of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 4. 5. 
We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord ; and 
ourſelves your Servants, for Jeſus Sake. 

3. Miniſterial Faithfulneſs includes Vigilance as well as 
Diligence. 

. 16. 

Miniſters 
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Miniſters are Watchmen by Office,“ ſet upon the 
Churches Walls for her Safety and Security, and there- 
fore muſt be wakeful, ſtand upon their Guard Day and 
Night and never let down their Watch, until thoſe for 
whoſe Souls they watch are out of Danger. They muſt 
not only take Heed that no open Enemies to Chriſt and 
his Church ; but alſo that no ſecret Foes, no Wo ves 
in Sheep's Cloathing creep in among his Flock. We 
are warned of ſuch, 1 Tim. 4. 1. Called ſeducing Spi- 
rits. Miniſters muſt guard againſt all bold Intruders 
into and Invaders of the miniſterial Office, who come 
to make Havock of the Flock, ſcattering among them 
_ unſound Doctrine and falſe Tenets, broaching pernici- 
ous Errors and damnable Hereſies, and ſowing Diſcord 
among Brethren, which threaten the Church of God 
with the total Extirpation of true Religion. As a 
faithful Miniſter will be careful to preach the Truth him- 
ſelf, ſo will he boldly oppoſe thoſe which preach Falſ- 
hood. Miniſters are ſet for the Defence of the Goſ- 
pel, and therefore can't be faithful, unleſs they reſiſt and 
withſtand Satan and his Emiſſaries. They muſt warn 
their People againſt all Irregularities in Practice, as well 
as Errors in Doctrine, and eſpecially any that may be 
prevailing in the Land, that can but diſſerve the Intereſt 
of Chriſt, and the Souls of Men, or they can't be faith- 
ful to their Lord and Maſter. If the Shepherd ſleep 
or be dumb, and the Flock be devoured. or corrupted, 
how can he anſwer it ? In ſuch Caſes Miniſters are 
often brought into a ſad Dilemma. Men will curſe them 
if they are faithful, and God will curſe them if they 
are falſe, but whether it be more reaſonable to fear the 
Curſe of God, or Men ; Judge ye. | 

4. Miniſterial Faithfulneſs confiſts alſo in delivering the 

Word of God pure and entire to the People. | 

St. Paul declares his Faithfulneſs in the Diſcharge of 
this Office. I am pure, ſays he, from the Blood of all 


. 
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Men, i. e. the Blood of Souls, alluding to that, Exeł. 33. 6. And 
as an Evidence of this, he adds in the next Verſe, I have not 
ſhun'd to declare unto you all the Counſel of God.“ A faith- 
ful Miniſter preaches the Goſpel intire. All the fun- 
damental Doctrines of Chriſtianity----He goes through 
a Body of Divinity (if God give him Opportunity) as 
he will not ſpare his Pains in ſtudying into and preach- 
ing upon the moſt abſtruſe and difficult Points of Doc- 


trine, ſo neither will he out of Pride and vain Glory, 


aſs over the more eaſy and familiar Parts of Religion: 

e will not from Cowardice or Fear ; or for Favout 
and Affection to any of his Hearers, avoid declaring any 
Point of Doctrine, though he knows it will be cutting 
to them, whether they may be the watchful Enemies of 
Chriſtianity or careleſs Profeſſors of it; but will take 
his Work before him, whether they will hear or whe- 
ther they will forbear. And as he will preach the 
Goſpel entire, ſo he will keep it pure. He will always 
endeavour to ſpeak as the Oracles of God, he won't 
impoſe upon his Hearers any new-coin'd Notions, the 
meer Product of his own Imagination, or of others, for 
Goſpel. As ſays the Apoſtle, Ve are not as many, that 
corrupt the Word of God. He will deliver Goſpel-Doc- 
trines with all poſſible Perſpicuity and Plainneſs. He 
will chuſe out intelligible and acceptable Words, and 
uſe Language adapted to the Capacities of his Hearers, 
and not amuſe and ſtumble them with ſtrange Doctrines, 
hard Sentences and lofty, Expreſſions that they cannot 
comprehend, and perhaps, ſcarcely he himſelf. Theſe 
are what the Apoſtle Peter calls, f Great ſwelling Words 
of Vanity. They ſound big, but have nothing in them. 


Or as Mr. Pool ſays, big Words, full of Sound, and 


void of Senſe, at leaſt of Truth. The faithful Miniſter 

will ſet forth the 'Truth, in the beſt and cleareſt Light 

he can. For it is his Aim that his Auditory may be 
inſttucted and edified, and not that he himſelf may be 

26, 27. f 2 Cor.2. 17, + $ Pat. 4; 27. 

__ admired 
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admir'd and applauded. St. Paul had rather fpeak five 
Words with his Underſtanding, that by his Voice he might 
teach others alſo, than ten Thouſand in an unknown Tongue, 
I Cor. 14. 19. 
$5. It implies Impartiality in all the Adminiſtrations of 
Chriſt's Houſe. | 
He will regard that ſolemn Charge of the Apoſtle, I 
charge thee before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the 
elect Angels, that thou obſerve theſe Things, without 2 * 
ring one before another, doing nothing by Partiality,* 
tiality is inconſiſtent with Fidelity. The faithful Mini- 
ſter has a ſincere Regard to every one of his Flock, the 
Mean and Poor, as well as the Great and Rich: They 
have Souls equally precious; and the Price paid for 
them was the ſame. Civil Differences muſt be eivilly 
acknowledged (ſays Mr. Flavel) but theſe have no Place 
in our ſpiritual Adminiſtrations. This muſt be eſpeci- 
ally guarded againſt in all Acts of Church-Diſcipline : 
Here the Rules of the Goſpel muſt be ſtrictly obſerved, 
and direct and govern the whole Proceſs. 
6. An exemplary Life and Converſation is included alſo in 
miniſterial Faithfulneſs. 
he apoſtolical Direction to Timothy is, Take Heed to 
thy ſelf, 1 Epi. 4. 16. and Ver. 12 charges him to con- 
firm his Doctrine by a good Example, and hereby caſt 
ſuch a charming Beauty upon it as might induce others 
to practice it. Be thou an Example to Believers in Word, 
in Converſation, &c. If a Miniſter in his Life, contra- 
dicts what he delivers in his Sermous ; he pulls down 
with one Hand what he pretends to build up with the 
other. A vicious, immoral Miniſter muſt be unfaithful 
to God, himſelf and People. 
7. laſtly, Miniſterial Faithfulneſs implies Conſtancy and 
Perſeverance. 


A backſliding Servant forfeits the Character of 


Faithfulneſs. He that quits a Service he has under- 
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taken and 1s required to fulfil, before he has finiſh'd 
it, is as unfaithful as he that lingers and loiters in it. 
The Angel of the Church of Smyrna, as well as the 
Church it ſelf, muſt be faithful to Death, in Order to 
receive a Crown of Life. f The Servant of the Lord muſt 
be patient. He that miniſters muſk wait on his Miniſtry, 
and he that teaches on Teaching.* We look for Happi- 
neſs, ſays the pious Mr. Flavel, as long as God is in 
Heaven, and he expects Conſtancy as long as we are 
upon Earth. 

If any ſhould ask, why Miniſters ſhould ſhew all 
Fidelity ; it may be anſwered in the following Parti- 
culars, viz. | 

I. In Regard to their great Lord and Maſter that calls 
them to it. | 

He is ſurely worthy of the beſt of our Powers and 
the utmoſt of our Endeavours. He is the moſt wife 
and juſt and good Maſter ; and for whoſe Honour and 
in whofe Service ſhould we exert ourſelves if not in 
his? It is only he as Solomon obſerves that is diligent 
or faithful in his Buſineſs that is fit to ſtand before Kings. 
The Angels of Heaven worſhip him and obey hisVoice, 
and ſhall not we who dwell in Houſes of Clay, & whoſe 
Foundation is in the Duſt ? And eſpecially when he 
has accounted us faithful, putting us into the Miniſtry. 

2. Commiſeration and Pity to the Souls of Men. 

Each ſingle Soul is worth more than a World. Man- 
kind are by Nature in a State of Sin and Wrath. Mi- 
niſters are ſent by the compaſſionate Saviour to be help- 
ful to them ; and ſhall they not exert themſelves, be 
diligent and faithful, and lift up their Voice like a 
Trumpet, cry aloud, and ſpare not ? Humanity will 
move them ; but he that has a ſpiritual Senſe and Dit- 
cerning of the Weight and Importance of divine and 
eternal Things will be faithful in reproving, exhorting, 
counſelling, inſtructing, directing and warning thoſe 
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under his Charge; if by any Means, he ay bring them 
t 


to a Senſe of their Sin and Danger, that they may, by 
the Grace of God, recover themſelves out f the Snare of 
the Devil} And then how plentifully. will the Bleſſings 
of them that were ready to periſh, come upon him 
and he himſelf will have Comfort in after Reflection 
upon it, Jam. 5. 19, 20. : | 

3. In Reſpect of the Recompence of Reward they them- 
ſelves ſhall receive----nat of Debt, but of Grace. ; 
That may be, and indeed too often is, very ſmall in 
this World ; except that Peace of Conſcience and in- 
ward Satisfaction that ariſes from the Senſe of our ha- 
ving done the Will of God; which is not ſmall ; but 
no Thanks for this to an ungrateful World. But the 
faithful Servant ſhall in no Wiſe loſe his Reward in 
the coming World. God is not Unrighteous to forget his 
Works and Labour of Love. He ſhall certainly be found 
to Praiſe and Honour and Glory at the Appearing of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and will be commended with a well done 
thou good and faithful Servant, ---- enter thou into the Foy 
of thy Lord. But whateverObligations Miniſters are under 
toFaithfulneſs, & how great ſoever theMotives thereunto 
be; yet wherever it is found, it derives from Chriſt. Faith- 
fulneſs in the Diſcharge of Duty is not an innate Quality 
in fallen Man ; it grows not upon Nature's Stock, e- 
ſpecially Faithfulneſs in the Diſcharge of the miniſte- 
rial Offices : This muſt proceed from the Fountain of 
all Wiſdom and Grace. The natural Corruption of 
Man's Heart is ſo great, and Temptations to Unfaith- 
fulneſs ſo many and ſo potent, that humane Strength 
could never reſiſt and repel them. To be faithful in 
the Miniſtry is the Gift of God : It is intirely owing 
to the Grace andHelp of Chriſt * : our Apoſtle acknow- 
ledges this and gives Thanks to him for it in our Text. 
Which brings me to 4th and laſt Propoſition, under the 
Doctrine, viz. 15 bs 
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Proy. IV. Such as are furniſh'd with Ability for the 
Miniſtry, put into it, and made faithful in it, are un- 
der ſtrong Obligations to give Thanks to Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 8 


It is a great Thing indeed to be well fitted and qua- 
lified for the Goſpel Miniſtry, let People think what 
they will of it. In Order hereto there are requiſite 


"Gifts and Endowments both internal and external, na- 


tural and acquired ; and all theſe ina conſiderable Mea- 


ſure; and much is beſtowed upon ſuch in a Way of 
Grace and Favour that are fitted and prepared for this 


Buſineſs ; and allis from Chriſt as we have heard. Such 
as are put into the Miniſtry have received a great Fa- 
vour and are preferr'd to great Honour: and Dignity. 
There are but ſome, and that but a few among Men, 
that are put into this Office, who have the Overſight of 
others, and are their ſpiritual Guides and Teachers. 
The Office of the Prieſthood was a very great Honour: 
To be employed (as one obſerves) to ſtand between 
God and Man, one while repreſenting God and his Will 
to Man ; and at another Time repreſenting Man and 
his Caſe to God, and dealing between them about Mat- 
ters of the higheſt Importance, intruſted on both Sides, 
in ſome Sort, with the Honours of God, and the Hap- 

ineſs of Man, muſt render the Office honourable : 

o leſs is the Work of the Goſpel Miniſtry, may 
I not ſay, more ſo. Though the Work is hard and 
difficult at all Times; but more eſpecially at ſome 
Times; yet it 1s honourable and Chriſt honours ſuch 
as he puts into the Miniſtry. And ſuch as are faithful 
in it obtain great Mercy of the Lord, 1 Cor. 7. 25. And 
thus will it be eſteemed by all that have a due Senſe of 


the Weight and Importance of the Truſt. Upon the 


whole, it muſt be granted and indeed the Matter is ſelf- 
evident and therefore it is but loſt Labour to multiply 
Words to prove 1t, or go about to make it more mani- 
tell, that Thankſgiving and Praiſe is due to Jeſus Chriſt 

our 
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our Lord from all ſuch; as alſo from all intereſted in 
them and concerned with and for them. | 

But it is now more than Time that I haſten to make 
ſome Application of what has been ſaid. 


1. I may juſtly infer that the Miniſtry is an Office pe- 
culiar to ſome among Mankind, and not common to all; nor 
to every one that has the Ambition to undertake it, or that 
thinks himſelf fit for it. | 

It is irrational and a baſe Reflection upon the Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs of Chriſt, to ſuppoſe that he ſhould 
appoint and ſer up a Miniſtry in the Church and that 
none ſhould be appointed to diſcharge the Office; 

This would be in Effect to nullify his own Act and 
_ fruſtrate his own Inſtitution : or to imagine that he 
ſhould leave it in common to all, that who pleas'd might 
undertake it; for that would be in Effect the ſame: 
According to the known Proverb, That which is every 
Bodys Buſineſs, is no Bodys Buſineſs. But we find it 
not ſo in Truth ; for Chriſt gave ſome Apoſtles and 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; and gave them Power to 
ſet up others, and promiſed his Preſence with them 
and their Succeſſors in that Work. Says the inſpired 
Paul, Are all Apoſtles ? Are all. Prophets 2. Are all 


Teachers? It implies a ſtrong Negation----No, by no 


Means. This were to make the Church a Monſter ---- 
All one as if the natural Body were all Ear or all Eye. 
There are but ſome and that a ſutable Number appoin- 
ted by the wiſe Head of the Church, who are qualified 
and called in his Providence, in due Time, to this 
Work, have a Right to enter upon it, are regularly and 
orderly introduced into it, approved and ſeparated to 
1 by thoſe with whom Chriſt has depoſited this 
ruft,---- 85 a 
2. What great Pre ſumption and Arrogance is it, for any 
to thruſt themſelves into the Miniſtry unqualified and uncall da 
and of what fatal Conſequence is ſuch a Practice like to 
prove. 
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I am not about to raiſe a Fabrick without a Founda - 
tion, or to ſuppoſe what never had an Exiſtence, for 
the Church of Chriſt has been infeſted with ſuch Ver- 
min in all Ages of it. Such come for the moſt Part 
with a Shew of greatHumility,burt are really proud and 
daringly impudent----They boldly run over the Law of 
God, break through the Order he has eſtabliſhed in the 
Goſpel, and the Guard he has ſet about the ſacred Of- 
fice of the Miniſtry. They take this Honour to them- 
ſelves, which the Apoſtle ſays no Man ought to do. 
They go out of their Line and Place, where God has 
in his Providence put them, and bid them keep, Stu- 


dying to be quiet and to do their own Buſineſs.F It is but 


a Vanity for Men to think they can juſtify their paſſ- 


ing over the Bounds that Providence has ſet them. It 


is not a valid Plea that their Gifts qualify them for a 
higher Rank and Office than that they are now limited 
to, this may probably proceed from Pride, but were it 
really ſo, it gives no Right to the miniſterial Office. 
Nor is it a ſufficient Argument in their Favour that 
they are converted, for ſays the Apoſtle, + Let every 
Man abide in the ſame Calling wherein he was called. And 
though it is greatly to be deſired in a Miniſter ; and 
no one can be duly and fully qualified for the Miniſtry 
that is not a Chriſtian indeed; yet every real Chriſti- 
an is not fit for a Miniſter 5 Not a Novice.“ Nor again, 
will it do for them to ſay the Salvation of precious Souls 
requires it, for God will find Ways without Men's croſ- 
ſing his Laws and Rules to bring home his People to 
himſelf ; nor can it be ſuppoſed, that Souls will be re- 
ally ſerved by thoſe whom God has not ſent, though 
they may be ſo powerful as to raiſe their Hearers Paſ- 
ſions; They ſhall not profit this People at all, ſaith the 
Lord.“ Nor, once more, will the Glory of God be a 
ſolid Plea for them, for this cannot be advanced or ſe- 


f 1 Theſſ. 4. 11. + x Cor, 7. 20. * 1 Tim. 3. 6. 
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eured only in God's Way and Time. No Man ſhould 

retend-to be wiſer than God, or to be more tender of 
his Glory than he himſelf is. And that which is real- 
ly for the Glory of God when done by a proper Per- 
ſon, becomes Sin to another that has no Right to do it. 
That which is Duty in a Magiſtrate, would be great 
Wickedneſs in a Perſon, in a private Capacity : And 
that which a Miniſter has a Call to, would be Abomi- 
nation in a Man of another Character. Perſons had 
need conſider well before they enter upon this Work ; 
not only whether they be qualified, but whether they 
be called, by the Providence of God, in a Way of 
Order, agrecable to his Word : Thar it be not faid 
of them, as God ſaid of ſome Prophets of old, I ſent 
them not, yet they ran, Jer. 23. 21, And of what fatal 
Conſequence is this like be, and that both to themſelves 
and others ? And firſt to themſelves ; I wiſh ſuch 
would conſider well and take Warning from what 1s 
recorded of Corah, Dathan and Abiram, Exod. Chap. 16. 
And of Usziah 2 Chron. 26. 18, 19, 21. And alſo of 
Uz2a, 1 Chron. 12. 19, 20. One would think that theſe 
Texts would make both the Ears of ſuch to tingle. 
And then as to others, ſuch a Practice is big with a 
Thouſand Miſchiefs. What can be ſuppoſed will be 
the Event of a Swarm of illiterate, ignorant, unqualifi- 
ed and uncalled Teachers but the Subverſion of all 


Order and the Introduction of the utmoſt Anarchy and 


Confuſion ? Is it not the moſt direct Method to ſap 
the very Foundation of Learning and Religion, to raſe 
the Colleges to the Ground, to bring Error, Superſtition 
and Herefy into the Church, to baniſh all Vertue and 
Goodneſs and to propagate all Manner of Debauchery, 
Immorality and Sin? How blind and mad then are 
all ſuch as encourage ſuch Sort of Preachers, by any 
Means or in any Way whatſoever ! The Sin of Fe- 
roboam, and that which, among others, haſten'd on the 
Ruin of his Houſe, was, that he made Prieſts of the 

D 2 lowelt 


28 An Ordination Sermon. 


loweſt of the People, and who would, might be con- 
ſecrated to that Office, 1 Kings 13. 33, 34. . 

3. Is Fidelity as well as Ability ſo requiſite to a Miniſter 
of Chriſt, with what holy Fear and Trembling ſhould all un- 
dertake it that are called to it, and with what Care and 
Study ſbould they approve themſelves to their Lord and 
Maſter. | 

The Work is great and difficult at all Times, but at 
ſome Times more eſpecially, as when there are not only 
openly profane Perſons and profeſſed Enemies to Chriſt 
to deal with, but alſo Sect- makers and bigotted Zea- 
lots. Theſe are very troubleſome and will try a Mini- 
ſter's Wiſdom, Patience and Reſolution. They have 
many Temptations to encounter not only as Chriſtians 
but alſo as Miniſters ; and it is no leſs a Charge than 
that of Souls that is committed to them ; and they muſt 
give an Account at laſt to him that ſent them; and if 
they have been unfaithful how awful will their Doom 
be ? How amazing the Puniſhment, if the Blood of 
Souls is required at their Hands? With what Self. 


Diffidence and entire Reliance on the Help of Chriſt 


ſhould every one engage in the miniſterial Office ; and 
when they have undertook it how ſtudious to perform 
the Duties of it, that nothing be negle&ed that Chriſt 
has commanded, nor any Thing done contrary totheir 
Commiſſion or the Rules given them to act or walk 
by ? It is of infinite Importance to a Miniſter that he 
be found faithful ; for upon this, will turn his everlaſt- 
ing State. 

4. Is Faithfulneſs required in Miniſters and does it con- 
fiſt in what has been ſaid, then every Miniſter will find 

ufficient Employment at Home and among thoſe of his own 
Charge. 

Much Time muſt be ſpent in Reading, Meditation, 
and Prayer and in Preparations for the Pulpit ; for raw, 
crude and undigeſted Matter is not fit to be delivered 
there. It is but a mocking God to offer that to him, 
which coſt them nothing, or to bring the Blind 15 the 
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Torn or the Lame for Sacrifice. It is alſo an Abuſe 
of the People whoſe their Time and Talents are, and 
therefore ought to be improved for them. The Word 
muſt be delivered pure and entire as we have heard; 
And this requires Care and Study. They muſt viſit the 

Sick and know the State of their Flock; And this 
done as it ought to be, is Buſineſs enough for one Man, 
though his Pariſh be not very large. And for a Mini- 
ſter out of Zeal for God and Love to Souls, to leave 
his own Flock, which he has the Overſight of (and of 
no other in that Capacity) and go into other Miniſters 
Charges, undeſir d, at leaſt but by a few and not by the 
Paſtors, can't be juſtified; but that Rebuke belongs to 
him given by God to the Prophet Elijab when he was 
out of his own Place. What doſt thou here Elijah 2 
Acting thus is playing the Buſy-Body in the Apoſtle's 
Senſe. f. And none have Reaſon to thank them, nei- 
ther will God reward them for ſuch Conduct. How 
great ſoever their Powers may be, or how warm ſoe- 
ver their Zeal, there is Room enough to ſpend it a- 
ang. their own People, and there is the proper Place 
or it. ; | : 

5. From what has been ſaid, I may alſo infer, that 
the glorious Reward that ſhall be given faithful Miniſters 
in the coming World is of the free, rich and abundant Grace 
of God, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. . 

This Reward is ſet forth to us in the holy Scriptures 
by high and lofty Strains of Rhetorick ; as that of 
\ ſhining as oy Og of the Firmament, and the Stars 

Forever and ever. Their receiving a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs F A Crown of Life.“ And a Crown of Glory that 
never fades away.tt But yet theſe give but a faint Re- 
preſentation of it. Now this Reward appears from 
our Doctrine to be an Effect of the free aſtoniſhing glo- 
rious Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for it is he that 
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qualifies them for their Work, puts them into the' Of. 


fice, and enables them to the faithful Diſcharge of it, 
and after all, rewards them for it. Is this the Manner 
of Men, O Lord ! ----This 1s indeed marvellous Grace. 

6. Are any abundantly qualified for the Miniſtry, put 


into it, and made faithful in it, let them take. none of the 
Glory of it go themſelves, bit aſcribe it all where it 


belongs. ; 

Oh ! how unbecoming, how irrational, how irreli- 
tous to be proud of Gifts, of Graces or religious Per- 
ormances, arrogating that to themſelves which belongs 

to the Lord Jefus Chriſt. What have they (have they 
never ſo much) that they have not received ? And 
do they ever ſo much, it is through Chriſt ſtrengthning 


them. Let him then have the Glory. What an Ex- 
ample is the great Apoſtle Paul, to Miniſters, in this 


Caſe ? How far was he from a Spirit of Pride, and Self- 
Exaltation as in our Text and Context---And 1 Cor. 7. 25. 
1 Cor. 15. 9, 10. 0 

7. Hence all F us in the Miniſtry learn where to go for 
all the Supply we want, to whom we muſt make Application 
to enable us unto and make us faithful in the Work of the 
Miniſtry, even to the Lord Fefus Chriſt. W 4 

As the Eyes of Servants look unto the Hand of their Maſ- 
ters, and asthe Eyes of a Maiden to the Hand of her Miſ- 
treſs, ſo ſhould our Eyes wait upon the Lord our God.F We 
muſt have daily Recourſe unto him for Wiſdom, Grace, 
Strength, Life, Courage and Reſolution. It has pleaſ- 
ed the Father that in him all Fulneſs ſhould dwell : It 
is his Buſineſs we are employ'din, and we have his gra- 


cious Promiſe to be with us. 


What now remains 1s a ſhort Addreſs to my Rev. 
and dear Brother, who is preſently (by divine Leave) 
to be ſeparated to the Goſpel-Miniſtry. And then to 
the People that are to be his Charge. 
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1. To my Rev. and dear Brother, that is about to be ſe- 
parated to the Office of the 57 Cod) Sir, You 


have (through the Goodneſs of God) been favoured 
with a liberal, as well as a religious Education. You | 
was devoted to the Work of the Miniſtry, from your 
Childhood, by your Parents; and Jeſus Chrrſt our Lord 
has enabled and qualified you in a good Meaſure for it, 
as we are well ſatisfied, from your Pulpit Performances, 
as alſo from private Converſation with you, eſpecially 
I my ſelf am. The Inclination of your Heart to this 
Work, and the unanimous Conſent and Voice of this 
People for your Settlement in the Miniſtry among them, 
is undoubtedly a Call of Providence; and this that 
Part of his Harveſt that Chriſt would have you labour 
in. And therefore I may ſay to you, t as an aged Ser- 
vant of the Lord ſaid to his Son in his Addreſs to him 
in his Ordination Sermon, whatever your Trials and 
Difficulties may be, this may be a Support to you, that 
wu are where God would have you to be, that you 

ave not begged the Office, nor invaded it, nor ſhuf- 
fled your ſelf into it, no nor yet ran before you were 
ſent, but have tarried until a wide and we hope an ef- 
fectual Door is opened unto you, and Chriſt has put 
you into the Miniſtry. Now dear Sir, See to it that 
you be faithful in it. Take Heed to the Miniſtry that 
you receive in the Lord that you fulfill it. Take Heed to 
thy ſelf and to the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt mak- 
eth you an Overſeer. Do all you can to eſtabliſh them 
in the Truth, and to arm againſt Error and Seduction. 
Late Heed to thy ſelf and to thy Doctrine that thou 
mayſt ſave thine own Soul and the Souls of them that hear 
thee. ** Give no Offence in any Thing that the Miniſtry 
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be not blamed. Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long- 


ſuffering and Doctrine. And be thou an Example to Be- 
lie vers in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, in Purity. Give to Chriſt the Glory of all the 
Gifts beſtowed on you, for the Honour granted you in 
putting you inte the Miniſtry, and of all the Help and 
Atfiſtance you may receive from him from Time to 
Time : "elm ourſelf to Prayer: Ask importunate- 
ly of God the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of his Grace, that you 
may ſerve him acceptably in the' Goſpel of his Son : 
Pray with a deep Senſe of your own Unworthineſs and 
Inſufficiency, and with ſtrong Faith of Chriſt's Suſſici- 
ency and Readineſs to aſſiſt you. And ſtudy hard as 
well as pray hard, for this is the only Way in which 
we can expect, in this Day, to be furniſhed with. Gifts 
and Graces ſuitable to the Work, according to that a- 
poſtolick Direction to Timothy, 1 Epiſ. 4. 13, 15. Give 
Attendance to Reading----Meditate on theſe Things ; give 
thyſelf wholly to them ; that thy Profiting may appear to 
all. Let the Glory of God be the ultimate End of all 
your Labours, Studies and Prayers. And finally, be 
conſtant and perſevere in your Maſter's Service, and 
then when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear you ſhall 
receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 
2. To the People that are about to have a Paſtor ordained 
over them. | | 
Our dear Brethren, we can't but rejoice with you, 
that the Lord, the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, 


has we truſt in Anſwer to your humble fervent Pray- . 


ers, given a Man to be ſet over this Congregation ; 
one whom Chriſt has ſo well qualified for the Miniſtry. 
And may I not ſay of him with Reſpect to you as St. 
Paul to the Philippians, concerning Timotheus, who na- 
turally cares for your State. Receive him then as an 
Aſcenſion Gift of our bleſſed Saviour, and eſteem him 
highly in Love for his Work Sake. Do nothing to 
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diſcourage his Heart or weaken his Hands. Lay be- 
fore him no Temptations to Unfaithfulneſs. Hearken 
to Inſtruction, receive Reproof from him, and be of a 
meek and teachable Spirit. Let him find the Plain- 
er he deals with you, and the more faithful he is, 
the better you love him. Let him find in you a 
Thirſt after ſpiritual Knowledge; a Readineſs to re- 
ceive the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and abundant Fruit of 
3 which is by Chriſt Jeſus unto the Glory 
and Praiſe of God. Let him not want a comfortable 
Maintenance, while God bleſſes you with temporal good 
Things. Let him never want your Prayers, Counte- 
nance and Encouragement in ſuppreſſing all Sin and 
Vice, and in promoting the Intereſt of Vertue and Re- 
ligion among you. Let him ſee you always a peacea- 
ble and orderly People; heartily endeavouring to fur- 
ther thoſe religious Intereſts, he is ſet to advance. Obey 
and ſubmit to him in the Lord, for he watches for your 
Souls, as he that muſt give an Account, that he may do 
it with Joy, and not with Grief ; for that will be un- 
profitable for you. May the Lord encreaſe, bleſs and 

roſper you both upon temporal and ſpiritual Accounts. 

leſſed be he that cometh to you in the Name of the 
3 wiſh you a Bleſſing out of the Houſe of the 

rd. 

Now unto him that is able to do for you, exceeding abun- 
dantiy above all, that we can ask or think, according to the 
Power that worketh in us, unto him be Glory in the Church 
by Chriſt Feſus, throughout all Ages, World withoug End. 
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